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Marion and Nancy Cowart Brunson 


This book represents the fruits of dedication and effort 
of many interested people. The interest of the present 
generation is but a continuation of the interest of generations 
past in the Cowart family heritage. 


In the year 1883 Jackson Cowart sat down and for each of 
his six children wrote "all that I can remember about my family". 
In the same year, Prof. Fletcher Jackson Cowart wrote "Something 
of My Family History". Dr. Ralph W. Cowart wrote several 
family doouments through the years. 


Throughout the years of his life, my unole, Albert W.Cowart 
worked on the preparation of yet another history which would 
be more inclusive than any which had been written. Albert's 
work was to include not only dates and facts such as professions 
or oceupations, but biographical sketches of persons included. 
This book is the culmination of the Albert Cowart effort and 
dream. His death came before he was able to complete his works. 
His data was most generously given the authors of this book 
by his widow, Foy Lightfoot Cowart so that it might be completed. 


We the authors of this History Of Oyr Cowart Family, wish 


to dedicate the book to those who have come before and who 


have established for us our noble heritage, which hopefully 
111 always be continued. 


THIS BOOK IS WRITTEN AS A MEMORIAL TO MY DIRECT GRANDPARENTS 


THOSE WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN IDENTIFIED 
EZEKIEL COWART AND ELIZABETH BARFIELD 
JAM=ZS COWART AND CHARLOTTE ALLRED 
JACKSON COWART AND NANCY C..RTER 
CHARLES COWART AND MORA CROSS 


DEDICATED TO UNCLE ALBERT 


PRESENTED TO MY FATHER, AUBREY CO™ART 
AND TO MY AUNT EVA COWART 


WRITTEN FOR OUR SON MARION BAILFY RPTINSNN TP 
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PART II 
TEE DESCENDANTS OF JAMES AND CHARLOTTE ALLRED COWART 


BARLY COWART HISTORY 


sowert, © Srceat North-Znglish surnamc, first appcared about 
1255 in =sscx County, England as Coward and Cowhcrd. Occuvation, 
-n- Cowenerd. Gowhcrd is almost cxtinct, but Coward is very 


ube 


. 


strongly re>rcscnted in North-inglish dictionarics. 


The form Cowhcrd, unmutilatcd, is preserved in William Cow- 
nord, the founder of the sect of Cowherdites. He was born at 
carnforth, Lancasnire, tne district whcre Coward is one of tne 
best-known surnames. 


Accoréing to family tradition and somcwhat authenticatcd 
date, all of the Cowart name in America derive their origin fron. 
two orphan brothers who emigrated hence from Wales ~=h45ut -the year 
1690. They took up residence near New Bern, North Carolina an 
were DOth school masters. Their namcs are uncertain, but are be- 
lteved to be Ezckiel and John or Zachariah. It is believed by 
some Cowart researchers that the fxother of the emigrant brothers 


was 'EdwAarg Covard of Wales. 


Some of the earliest records in Craven County, North Carolina, 
in which Nev Bern is situated include: As early as 1713, records 
are found on William and James Cowart. James was granted one- 
hundred and fifty acres of land on May 21, 1741. William Cowart 
was granted onehundred and fifty acres of land on May el, 1741. 
William Cowart served on jury in Queen Ann's Precinct, North Car- 
oline as early as 1713. On Novembcr 18, 1738, at Newton, North 
Carolina, Edword Cowart Was grented tnree hundred acres of land. 

On the same date and olace, Charles Cowart was granted two hundred 


and fifty acres. 


According to Volume 17, page 202, State Records of North 
Carolina, the followings Cowart's served in the Continental Army, 
fighting for the colonies. The accounts were settled at Halafax, 
North Carolina on September 1, 1784, and include: Zachariahicow- 
art, 14 pounds and 10 shillings; tohriam Cowart, 14 pounds and 10 
shillings. Zphriam also voluntecred in the Spanish Alarm of 1747- 
43, served for nine months and was discharged July 20, 1748; Herdy 
Covart received one-hundred and cighty-six pounds and three shill- 
ings for his military service. 


he war records and land transactions listed are for the 
children and srandchildren of the emigrant brothers from Wales to 
America in 1690. As stated, their names are not certain, neither 
are the nemes of their children. We are certain that these earl- 
iest records are of the first and second seneration of Cowerts in 
America. We have proved records beginning with Ezekiel Cowart. He, 
Ezekiel, is either a son or a grandson of one of the emigrant 
brothers from Wales. 


According to the 1790 Census of the United States there were 
Covert's in j ountry ¢ hat time. The name Cowart is 
found only in tnrce states, North Carolina, South Caroline and 
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In North Caroline, ths Newbcrn District, we find: Zdward, James 
John, Hlishu, James, Ann Needhem and John. The Fayette District, 
we find Joel and John Covard. In South Carolina, all Cowart's 

sre found in the Georgetown District: Isham, Zzckiel, Lewis, James 
and Williem. In Maryland, the Cowart's are found in Talbot and 
Baltimore Counties. They are: Bridget, Richard, Thomas and Ficld- 


ing. 


The North Carolina Daughters of the The American Revolution 
published ea Roster of Soldiers from that state who scrved in the 
Revolutionery War. The publication was madc in 1932 and may be 
found in wany libraries. The following Cowart's are listed: 

Page 2, Ephrim Coward, Pvt., Blount's Company. Enlisted July 20, 

1778, and served for nine months. 

Page 114, Zacharish Cowerd, Pvt., Blount's Company. Enlisted July 
20, 1778, and served for nine monthe,. 

Page 282, Absalom Coward, #2447, Granted to Absalom Coward's heirs 
six hundred and forty acres; 84 months service. 

Page 329, Elisha Coward, Continental Line, #425 Halifax District. 

Page 330, Ephriam Cowerd, #1478, Continental Line, Warrenton District. 

Page 517, ia Coward, #2544, rececived by William Senders, Sept. 

be 
Page 517, a Coward, #2643, received by William Sanders, Seot. 
Page 518, Hardy Coward, #2864, received by William Faircloth. 


As far as the writers of this book have been able to ascertain, 
there is not an established Cowart line to the Revolutionary War. 
Nancy Cowart Brunson established a line for membershio in the DAR 
using her maternal Revolutionary War Ancester, William Carter. 


The noxt sequentic2l portion of thc Cowcort History is the 
oldest cuthcntic writtcn document which is available in our family. 
The writers of this book have en origincl history which was written 
by Jackson Cowert, the ercat grandfathcr of Nance Cowart Brunson, 
Jackson wrote 2a nistory for each of his six children in his own 
becutiful penmanshis. Scveral of these historics have been ore- 
served through the years ond are in existence in the fomily today. 
The following deta is writtcn exactly as he recorded’ it. 


Jackson Cowart, Aoril 7, 1883--Hy great Grandfather Cowart 
was born in Woles and came to this country in the lattcr part of 
the Sixteenth or beginning of the Seventhenth Century. I do not 
know his name, his wife's mciden name was Roberts. 1 only know 
five of thcir sons: Ezekicl, James, Edward, Lewis, Needham and 
Z2ccnariah. 


My grondfathcr, Ezekiel Cowart wes born at Newbern, North 
Carolina, about the year 1730, and died in Nississipodi in the year 
1823, Grandmother Cowart's mcidcen name was Elizcbcth Barfield. 
Surpose she was a fcw years his junior. They had eight sons and 
three daughters: Hiram, Jcssc, Edward, Ezekicl, Jamcs, Wiley, 
Needham, John; daughters, Zilpnha, Jemima, and Elizabeth. Who they 
married--Isham marricd Susannah Miller, Jessc, I think marricd 
Penelove Dear. I don't rcmember who Edward and Ezckicl marricd,. 
Jancs married Gharlotte Allred, Wilcy married Selly Laird, Necdnam 
Hary Taylor. John marricd Lucy Batcs, Zilphy married Charles 
Moody, Jemima married a man by the namc of Raimond. 
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Flizabeth married John Drummonds. 


Isham reised five sons and four daughters--Elias, Jesse, Stephen, 
vardy and Enos. Sarah married William Durpriest, Elizabeth marricd 
Allen Burch, Moley married Joseph Tucker, Susannah married James 
Brooks. Jesse had but one child, a daughter whose name was Nahaly. 
She married Richard Moody. Edward had a lerge family, I knew only 
three of his sons, Samuel, Ezekiel and James and two of his daugh- 
ters Edny and Courtney. Ezekiel had a large family and I don't 
know any of their names. James had two sons and two daughters, 
Jeckson and Hansford and Mary and Adcline. Wiley had a large family 
of children most of whom died young. I will mention the names of 
these, Hardy, William, John, Giles, James and Asbury. 


Needham had a large family. I do not know the names of all 
his children. I will give the names of all I know, Washington, 
Wesley, Russell and Levin. I know nothing of John's children and 
know little of Zilphe's children. Matthew Martin and Charles are 
all I know. Jemima hed one daughter Bernice. Of Elizabeth's 
children I know nothing. 


My father was born September 8, 1778, my mother was born 
September 9, 1780. Jackson Cowart was born on April 26, 1815, 
Hansford Duncan Cowart was born on Seotember 25, 1818, Mary E. 
Cowart was born on October 9, 1823, Adaline Cowart was born in 
April 1822 and died the same year. 


Grandfather Jonathan Allred was born in the year 1758 and died 
in 1822. Grandmother Allred's maiden name was Birt and was born in 
1761 and died in 1837. They had nine children, seven daughters 
and two sons: Cherlotte, Folly, Isabel, Margaret, Prudence, Lavinia, 


Elizabeth, John and Willian, 


Charlotte dicd November 21, 1840, Polly died about the year 
1794. Isabel married James Stringer, Margaret died at the age of 
eighteen, Prudence married William Green and died in 1816, Lavinia 
married Stephen Cowart in November 1820 and died in November 1862, 
Tlizabeth married Timothy Swinney. John Allred was born October 
10, 1777 and died in 1843, William B. Allred was born on May 2c, 
1801 and died on March 16, 1878. John Allred married Isabel Birt 
and “William Allred married Jane 0. Park. 


The Carter Family--Thomas Carter, grandfather of William Carter 
was born in the state of Virginia and died in Edgefield, District 
South Garolina. His wife Rachel Pike was born in Wales and died 
in Udgeficld, South Carolina. He had five sons, William, James, 
Jesse, Thomas and Moses. His daughters were, Nancy, Elizabeth, 
Rachel and Sarah. 


William Carter, son of Thomas Carter, was born in Edgefield 
District, South Carolina in 1757 and was a soldier in the Revo- 
lutionary War under General Nathaneal Green and fought in the Battle 
of Futaw Springs. He was married to Jane Thomas in Warren County, 
Georgia, about the year 1786 and died at the age of sixty-seven in 
Covington County Alabama. He had seven sons and three daughters: 
Michael, William, John, Hiram, Enoch, Asa, John, Lee, Mary, Patience, 
and Jane. (Details about each of these will be found in the Carter 
portion of this book. Jackson Cowart devoted a great deal of data 
to his mothers Carter family). 
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In the same year, 1883, after Jackson Cowart (great grand- 
ather of Nancy Cowart Brunson) wrote his history, Professor F. J. 
owart also began working on Cowart history. Professor Cowart was 

nephew of Jackson and a double first cousin of Nancy Cowart Brun- 
on's grandfather Charlie Cowart. Prof. Cowart's history is the 
rext gsequentiel part of our Cowart History. He, as his uncle Jack- 
on, wrote about the allied lines, but his Cowart portion will be 


ound on the next few pages. 


Something of my Family History with a short Autobiography by 
_J. Cowart 1883. PREFACE It is some satisfaction, if not posi- 
ive pleasure, to know something of one's extraction and family 
istory, though one can trace nothing bluer than plebean blood in 
ne's veins. It must be a great pleasure to look along the line of 
ne's genealogy, and snack here and there the glitter of illustrious 
ames, names which the world has heard and repeated and admired. 
his I am unable to do. It should be e greater pleasure to know 
hat all of one's lineal antecedents have borne the escutcheon of 
heir honor, untarnished through life. This I can do. 


The principal facts of this brief history, as relates to the 
enealogical part, are derived from memoranda collected by my uncle, 
ackson Cowart, in the early part of this year. In this he receiv- 

ed material assistance from my my grandfather William Carter, who 
fed October 31st. 1883, aged ninety-four years from the 27th of the 
oreceding July. All the incidents narrated I have added, as the 
emoranda are merely names and dates. The history derived from my 
uncle's notes refers only to those persons who flurished and died 
efore the writer's recollection begins. Page no. 1, The History 
According to a pretty well authenticated tradition in our family, 
‘fall of the Cowart name in America derive origin from tow orphan 
brothers who emigrated hence from Wales in the latter part of the 
17th century. They seem to have taken up their residence in North 
Carolina, in the neighborhood of Newbern, I think. My great-grand- 
father, Ezekiel Cowart, was either the son of grandson of one of 
these brothers, and was born near the town mentioned above, about 
the year 1730. He remained in North Caroline, it seems until he 

as grown and had a family when he removed to Marrion (sic) Dist. 

S. CG. whence he removed in 1820 to the southern part of Mississippi. 
There he died in 1823. He married Elizabeth Barfield by whom he 

ad eleven children, eight sons and three daughters, namely; Isham, 
Edward, Ezekiel, James, Wiley, Needham, John, Zilpha, Jemima and 
Elizabeth, all of whom grew to maturety and married. He is repre- 
sented to have been a man of gigantic frame and great physical 
strength. He was living in South Carolina during the Revolutionary 
“Yar, and single-handed resisted successfully seven tories, who en- 
deavored to secure his person while they robbed his house. He was 
at this time about fifty years of age. His home, however, was 
plundered, and the cradle of my grandfather, James Cowart, who was 
then an infant, was robbed of its furnishings. If I am rightly in- 
formed, the old gentleman was accompained in his removal to Mississ~ 
ippi by all his sons excepting Jesse, who remained in South Carolina 
and died there some time about 1847. Of his other sons, Isham the 
oldest, married Susanna Miller, and raised five sons and four dau- 
ghters viz: BElias, Jesse, Stephen, Hardy and Enos, and Sarah, 
=lizabeth, Molcey and Sussana. He was a man of rather a wild and 
ree ae disposition, and came to a violent death by a fall from 
a horse. 
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His foot hung in the stirrup and he was dragged through the woods 
and his body mangled. This was in Mississippi, and perhaps about 
1825. Of his children I know nothing excepting the third son 
Stephen. I knew him well. He was born about the close of the 

lest century in South Carolina. He married Lavina Allred, my 
paternal grandmother's sister, and after living for some time in 
Georgia, came to Alabama about January 1831. He lived about ten 
miles southwest of where Troy (Alabama) now is, and about two miles 
east of Conecuh River. He erected a grist mill, one of the first 

of the country, upon the site now occupied by “ysar's gin, He after- 
wards removed some three miles northeast of that place wnere he was 
living the first of my recollection, and where he cantinued to live 
until marriage and death had déprived him of all his family, when 

he went to live with his son-in-law, J. N. Sanders, four miles South 
west of Troy, where he died in March 1878. His first wife, by whom 
he had five children, died in 1862. He married agian in a few years 
to a widow lady, Mrs. Nancy Black, who died about to years before 
he did. He was a man of splendid physique, being six feet four 
inches tall, straight as an arrow and well proportioned. He was 
noted for his vivacity, had a great fund of practical jokes. Of 

his children, Ferry, the oldest son, died in early manhood. John 
Wesley married "mily Williamson by whom he had three children, 
Adolphus (died at Camp Hill, Alabama, 1909) Mary Jane, and Sarah. 
John Wesley died in Virginia in 18653 in the Confederate service. 
Minerva, the oldest daughter, married Wm. D. Richburg and became the 
mother of a large family. She died in 1870. Martha and Mary the 
other two daughters, were twins. The former married George Stewart 
and had several children, only one of whom, Mary Emily Rushing, 
survives. She (Martha) died in 1870. Mary,(died 1911), first 
married Mahlon Perdue who died leaving her two children, William F. 
and Ophelia. The former lives in Conecuh Co., Alabama (Died in 
Koufman, Tex., Jan., 1900) but the latter has been dead many years. 
She (Mary) married the second time in 186i to Jas. N. Sanders with 
whom she is still living, having four children by him, viz: Amanda 
married to Jas. Shiley, Jimmie, married to Dr. W. E.Eiland, Lizzie 
and Wiley-Isham Cowart's daughters, (sic) Sarah married Wm. DuPpriest, 
Elizabeth married Allen Burch, Molsy married Joseph Tucker and 
Susanna married James Brooks. Of their offspring and further history 
the chronicle of my good uncle says nothing. 


Jesse, the second son of my great-grandfather, married Pene- 
love Dear and became the father of only one child, Mahala, who 
married Richard Moody. He (Jesse) remained in South Carolina, where 
he died at an advanced age about 1847, 


Edward, the third son, had a large family, but the maiden name 
of his wife is not remembered. The names of three of his sons were 
Samuel, Ezekiel, and James, and of the two daughters Edna and 
Courtnery. 


Concerning Ezikiel's family, nothing is known except that it 
was a large one. 


James, the fifth son, and grandfather of the writer hereof, 
was born in South Carolina, Sept., 8th, 1778. Of his childhood and 
youth very little is now known, except that he was nurtured in the 
hard discipline of frontier life, that the thunders of Revolutionary 
"ar broke his infant slumbers, and that he grew to manhood debarred 
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from a great deal that goes to make life pleasant, but schooled in 
the stern precepts of virtue and integrity. In 1815 having reached 
the mature age of 37, he was married to Charlotte Allred, who was 
put tvo7 years and a day his junior, she having been born Sept., 9, 
1780. He was living at this tine in Barnwell District, South Caro- 
ling. Here his two sons Jackson and Hensford Duncan were born, the 
former April 25th, 18‘6, and the latter Sept, 25th, 1818. He had 
two daughters, Adeline born in April 1622, end Mary born 1823, the 
former died in infancy. In 1820 my grandfather removed to perry 
County, Mississippi, where he remained until the close of 1825, when 
he removed to Newton County, Georgia. Here remained until 1839. 

He came to Pike County, Alabama, where he died at his house three 
miles east of Swilie’s Bridge on the Greenville Road, on Feb. el, 
1845, aged 67 years. In porscn he was tall and muscular, but very 
spare of flesh. His heigat was six feet and two inches. In his 
early manhook he connsctcad himself with the Baptist Church, but in 
after years was dism’.ssed on his own motion, as he was unable to 
longer conscientiously subscribe to their doctrines, especially 
"eternal and particular election." When near (50) years of age, he 
became a member of the Mothodist Protestant Church, in which he 
continued the remaincer of his days. 


Wiley Cowart was fa*ner of a large family. His wife's name was ta 
Sally Laird. Lair’, Witliam, John, Giles, Isham, James and Asbusy 
were the names o* his sons, the first cf whom was killed, I think 
while a bey by the caving of a sandbank under which he and a com- 
panion were playing. The second, William, I have heard spoken of 
a reckless roisterer, but I do not know what became of hin- John, 
I knew when I was a child. He was a littie.older than my father 
and used to live aodcvs a mile south of where we liv:cc He was’ tall, 
talkative and inrro-*“*ent, if I remcrber ecrrcotly. He married 
Elizabeth Dillarc. Es had feur children whom I knew, Florence, 
Almarine, Oscar, end a curh*er wiess name I cannot recall. (Donnie?) 
He removec, some tins pri 7 to the wor, te Monroe County, where he 


was still living a few vears ago, Pvt was so afflicted as to be 
almost helpless. He Cted in May i€02, 


Giles came to Alabama, ani die@ at my grandfather Cowart's 
Aug. 23, 1843. He was only about twenty-four years of age. James J 
seems to have been "all sorts of a fellow", sometines carousing 

and horse jockeying and sometimes preaching and praying. He 

Married Caroline Bickalew. but separated from her after having two 
daughters born. I do not know what his ultimate fate was. Asbury, 

the youngest lived with my grandfather after the death of his father 
until he was grown. He went to the Nexican War, but returned and 
married and lived in ons cf “he €ou+hern Counties of Alabama. He 
served through the Civil ‘ver as a (sergeant) private soldier, but 

with credit. When I last heard of him he was living at or about 
Milton, Florida. 


Needham Cowart, the seventh son of my great-grandfather, had 
a large family, but **c r-ctior frem which I draw ny information, 
Sives the names of oniy four of his sons: Washington, Wesley, 
Russell and Leven. Nothing of their history is known. Of John 
the eight son, nothing is recorded except that he married Lucy 
Bates. The oldest cf my grandfather’s sisters Zilvha, married 
Charles Moody, and becane the mother of a family. Three of her sons 
are named, Mathew, Martin and Charles. Jemina’'s husband was named 


Raymond. she had one daughter, Bernice. Elizabeth married John 
Drummond, but nothing further of her history is given. This com- 
pletes the history of my great-grandfather’s immediate family, as 
vell as of ell his descendents so far as I know, excepting those 
wno spring from my grandfather. These I will notice at length when 
I have given a sketch of the other families through whom I trace my 
lineage, viz: Alireds, Carters and Buchanans. 


Louisiana Emeline Carter Cowart-my mother, was born in Covin- 
ton County, Alabama, June 4, 1820. She came to Pike County with 
her father in 1832 and has resicéd here ever since. She was married 
to Hansford Duncan Cowart Decemser 14, 1843, and became the mother 
of ten children, five sons, and five daughter, viz: Harrison Berrien, 
Charlotte Mery, Celestia Josephine, Louisiana Emeline, (Nannie), 
Fletcher Jackson, Regina Rosalie, James Hansford, Bunyan McCain,,. 
‘elter William end Laura Albertine. Harrison was born Oct. 1, 1844, 
ang wes killed in battle at Peach Tree near Atlanta, Georgia, July 
20, 1864. Charlotte died in infancy. Josephine was born July 6, 
1847. She married J. J. Beck, Nov. 14, 1880, and has two children, 
Ian born in 1881 and Lena born in 1883. Louisiana Emeline, but known 
Universally es "Ninnie" was born April 26, 1849. She married George 
Sanders in Dec. 1872- She has only one child, Walter Cowart Sanders 
born April 22. 1874, Fletcher Jackson “owart was born Dec.1, 1850, 
married Mattie Jene Sanders, Dec. 18, 1873, has three children living 
end one Gead-viz; Clarence Heath, born Sept. 9, 1874, and died March 
14, 1911, Ethel born Dec. 11, 1877, and died August 4, 1879, Mabel 
born May 9, 1880 and Bernice born Nov. 9, 1883, (F. Jay born Aug. 
1, 1887, Albert Hansford, Dec. 30, 1891-({killed in fall of aeroplane 
at Tours 1918, Lievtenant Aviation Corps). (Sic) The following, 
notes on the second mazriage cf Fletcher J. Cowart's and the child- 
ren of J. N. Dickinson added by Ralph W. Cowart. Fletcher Jackson 
Cowart's second marriage was to Miss Clustie Lewis of Tuskegee - no 
children by this marriage. Regina Rosalie was born Feb. e7, 1853. 
She was married to James N. Dickinson. Tec. 1880, and one child- 
Meud-born July 1883, Louis, a se’ond child was born later. He and 
Maud lived in Denver, Colo. (i954) where they have been for Many 
years, James Hansford was bor7n Nov. i4, 1854, He married Mary Jane 
Larkin, March 21, 1884. heir children: Harold died Jan. 1904, ~ 
Rossie, Raloh, Mary, Elgin and Miriaw. Bunyan McCain Cowart was 
born Nov. 4, 1856. He is still unmarried at this writing (Jan. 11, 
1885). He later married Ida illiford. Children, two girls,Jose- 
phine and Laura. Walter “William Cowart born Oct. 18, 1858, and 
died Oct. 28, 1865. His death caused by the bite of a snake. Laura 
oo Cowart was born Nec. 27, 1851, and died Aug. 13, 1866 of 
ever, 


Nancy Thomas Carter, my mother’s oldest sister was born Dec. 1, 
1824, She married Jackson Cowart in August 1845 and is the mother 
of six children, all living still, namely: Alfred Jackson Cowart, 
born May 28, 1846, married Nannie L. Sanders in Feb. 1879, has four 
children all daughters, Eunice born i880, and infant born Aug. 1881 
but died the day after birth, Lois bora Aug. 1882, and Huron born 
March 1884, also four boys, Jackson died 1¢25.from effects of gas in 
France, World War, Gene killed World War in France 1918, Ira Garland. 
Eliza Adeline Cowart was bern Nov. 20th, i@47, married Milton Whaley 
in 1879 and has twe children, girls. ‘“illiam James Cowart was born 
Dec. 21, 1849, marricd Trances A- “anjers, Dec. 1872. Has six 
chiléren as follows: Oscar Sanders ‘€.3, Leola 1875, Homer Gordon 
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1877, Emory 1879, Willie (girl) 1881, and Carroll Jackson 1883, 
Charles and Leon. Hansford Buckanan Cowart was born Jan. 30, 1853. 
Married Lula B. Porter in August 1879. He has one living child, 
Bclare born Sept. 1882, and several still--born. Charles Albert was 
porn Sept. 16, 1859. He is unmarried. “Married Mora Cross and 

nes five children. Charlotte was born Aug. 23, 1855. She is also 
unmarried. “Married Wilton Rose. 


Mary Elizabeth Cowart, the date of whose birth is mentioned 
elsewhere, was Married in 1848 to Henry M. Bradley, a young South 
Carolinian who was teaching; school in the neighborhood. They both 
still live in the same vicinity, and are the parents of five sons 
and two daughters who are all grown. They are: James Valerine born 
July 1849, married Mary E. Dickinson and has three or four children; 
Andrew Jackson born February +851, married Sophronia Wilson and has 
several children; Henry McLone, Jr., born in 1853, married Georgia 
wilson, a sister to Andrew's wife, and has two children living, i 
believe; Hansford Neander (Rolla) born in 1855 and married Annie 
Tate in 1884. Had two children in 1887. William Allred, born 1857, 
unmarried. Mary Elizabeth born in 1860 and Charlotte born in 1864, 


both unmarried. 


I now, on the 29th day of April 1897, nearly fourteen years 
after the foregoing was written, take up this little book again to 
write a little addenda and the aut- _ictgraphy, which I see is called 
for in the title page. 


This manuscript has been in the possession of my sister, Mrs. 
G. A. Sanders, of Luverne, so she says, for the past twelve years. 
I Gid not know what had become of it. She sent it to me a month or 
so ago, and I prw--77 “7 finish this record writing from time to 
time es snr. luuity and inclinat*on may permit. 


A number of the persons mentioned in the first part of the 
book, and alive at the time of wo" **nt ovr men Annas natahlv wy 
Uncle Jackson Cowart, from whom most or tne viuer part of the family 
history was derived. He died on the 23rd of Feb. 1886, after a 
painful illness of some eight months. He suffered from what was 
supposed to be cancer of the stomath although that was not settled. 
He was nearly seventy years of age at his death. In disposition he 
Ewas kindhearted but of a shy nature, and was intimately known to 

but few persons. His temp-rament was rather disponding than ranguine.- 
He never mede a prce*-csion of religion, but was a highly moral man. 
In person he was tall and well made, being six feet two and weighing 
about 175 lbs. His features were regular, his eyes black, and his 
general expression one of kindness and dignity. He wore a full 
beard which like his hair was snow white in his latter years. He 
died at his home at Little Oak oma te hrricd in the famti~ burial 
ground on the Three Notch road 64 miies 5.W. rrom Troy. 


J. W. Garter, rz c-777f"-ther's brother, died at his home in 
{ Covington Co., on the 31st of Jan. 1886. He was sick but a few 
hours. He was about 77 years old. His daughter Polly and his wife 


have both died since but I do not know the dates. H. M. Bradley, 


Sr. moved to Texas in 1887 and died there in 1888 in Trinity County, 

I believe. He was about 70 years old. His wife Aunt Mary, died 

fH since - in 1894, I believe. Uncle Bradley, as we called him, was a 
native of South Carolina and came to Alabama early in the forties. 

He taught school at that tine, but settled cn a farm a mile west 
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of Little Oak after he married and lived there about forty years. 
He was a hearty, jovial kind of an Irsh man, fond of his "dram" 

ang with a penchant for low company, I fear. He was an occasional 
member of the Methodist Church and wes also a free-mason. His wife 
yas my father's only sister. 


s. J. Richburg died in July 1887. He suffered long and ex- 
cruciatingly with reheumatism and was almost completely helpless 
for nearly a year before his death. He was a hard working, honest 
man of very pleasant disposition. He too is buried in the family 
graveyard. He had lived at the same place on the Three Notch, 10 
miles S$. W. from Troy for rorty years. 


Hansford D. Cowart lived until June 9th, 1890, having nearly 
completed his 72nd year. He was confined in his last sickness over 
three months. He was at my house in Troy when seized and remained 
until death came. I then lived in a brick house built by Dr. Worthy 
in 1853 on the corner of S. Three Notch & Montgomery Streets. It 
4s one of the landmarks of Troy, but will doubtless be pulled down 
in a few more days. Hy father was above the average size of men 
being 5ft. 11 inches high and weighing form 160 to 170 lbs. He 
was rather spare of flesh but rather large boned and muscular. He 
hed black hair, before it became gray, and his eyes were black and 
had a sunken and melancholy appearance. He had broad shoulder, long 
arms and large bony hands, with long, well shaped fingers. His feet 
were slender, but so long that he generally wore a number ‘11 shoe. 
In his latter years he was much stooped in the shoulders. He was 
amon of high character, and held a low action in great scorn. Few 
men had 2 higher conception cf morality and none were more scrupu- 
lous in wcv"%king in the paths of rectitude. The only thrashing he 
ever gave me was for a reported use of profane language when IJ was 
8 or 9 years old. I 2lso remember his whipping Jeff, a slave of his, 
for the same sort of an offense. He had no patience with persons 
who used either profane or indecent language. He joined the Method- 
ist Protestant Church when a young man, and was a very strict con- 
former to its requirements. He was perhaps the leading member of his 
church at Salem, a little log church that stood until after the war 
about a mile northwest of Little Oak. The church was disbanded 
after the war and most of the membership identified themselves with 
the M.E. Church (South) at Little Oak, then called Bethel. My father, 
however, was never a very active churchman after transferring his 
membership and in his last years rarely went to church. He was never 
well reconciled to the government and methods of the N. E. Church. 

I have reason to think too, from many conversations, that litterly 
his views in religious matters were so modified as to become quite 
liberal-I mean non-sectarian. He continued thro-out his life to be 
a great Bible reader and a lover of its truths thov’ taxing little 
stock in Church affairs. He wes a member of the Masonic rraternity 
and took considerable interest in that institution until he was 
about 50 years old. He served many years as treasurer of Harrison 
Lodge NO. 242 at Henderson. In politics he was a Whig and a Union 
Men until secession became a fact. -He then stood with his state, 
and in September 1863 left home and joined the Confederate Army at 
Pollard, Ala., being a private in Co., A, 57th Reft. Ala. Vols. 
Commanded successively by Cols. Amerine and Cunningham. He went 
with his command first to Montevallo, Ala., thence to Resaca, G@., 
or Marietta-where Johnston was trying to withstand Sherman's march 
upon Atlanta. In the battle of Resaca my father was slightly 
wounded by a spent ball striking his shoulder. During the Atlanta 


campaign he was striken with sickness and was sent to the hospital 
at Griffin, Ga., where he was on July 20th, when my brother, Harri- 
son B. Cowart, was killed in the battle of Peach Tree Creek near 
Atlenta. He left the hospital about that time and was in the great 
battle of Atlanta on thé 28th of July. He remained with the army 
then until January 25th, 1865. His furlough was extended and he 

was still at home when the collapse came to the Confederacy. He 

was in the great battle of Franklin, Tenn., Nov. 30th, 1864, but 
escaped unhurt. I have often heard him speak of the repeated charges 
made by his regiment on that dreadful afternoon and night, how bul- 
lets rained around him and how his comrades fell. It was some time 
after the war before he recovered his health. In fact I do not think 
he ever recovered altogether from the effects of his hard campaigning 
and exposure. But what told most heavily upon him was the death of 
my brother Harrison. And only a few months after he came home broken 
in spirit, health and fortune, (in Oct. '65) he was called upon to 
give up his youngest son Walter, who died, as has been stated, from 
the bite of a snake. Again the next year, 1866, a new burden of 
grief fell upon him in the death of little Laura his five year old 
baby daughter. He always seemed sad after that. This is a sample 

of the writing of my father. It was written on the desk of my office 
and was probably the last writing he ever did. He was taken with his 
last sickness six days afterward. In his younger days he wrote a 
smooth legible hand. I will copy from the back of an old envelope 
some of his words as I took them down, while sitting by his bedside. 
He was suffering greatly and had then been in bed nearly seven weeks. 
This is what the envelope contains: 


"apl. 17-9 a.m. (H.D.C.) "I hope-I hope. I don't know. - Oh me! 
If I get in anybody's way let me know" (a minute's pause) - "What 
time o'day is it and whet dey is this?" 


(FIC). "9 o'clock in the morning, Thursday, April 17th -"H.D.C. 
April 17th-This day" - (Lies groaning for some minutes) "What I 
started to say, Fletcher, was thet this was the last dey I ever saw 
Harrison, but I was mistaken, it was the 17th of May. I parted with 
him on the battle-field. It was not much of a battle either. Rather 
a skirmish." Some time after he said,"If I could get a good sleep 
I feel like I would be ready to go." 


Some days he seemed “a little better but his rallies were of 
short duration. He was not able to sit up at any time during his 
hundred days confinement. Early in June it became plain that he 
could last but a short while longer. He daily expected death and 
seemed recnnciled to go. I sat up with him more or less every night 
or slept on a cot in his room, but on the night before he died my 
brother Mac was with him and I was sleeping in an adjoining roon. 
About two o'clock I was called and told he was worse. I could hear 
him breathing heavily. He was unconscious. I went at once for Dr. 
Brown, his physician. He came and administered morphine hypoder-~ 
mically. Then he grew quiet and passed away peacefully just as the 
eastern sky was reddening with the coming day, at 4:20 O'clock, I 
believe, There were about his bedside when he fell upon the last 
sleep, my mother, my sister Winnie, my precious wife(now at rest), 
my brother Mac, myself and one or two of our neighbors. 


As there was considerable doubt as to the nature of the disease 
which afflicted him, and he had indicated it as his desire, we had 
the physicians to make a portmorte, examination. _My father had 
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suffered many years with passage or renal calculi and believed his 
uidneys were badly affected. Examination however showed that all 
his vital organs were in good condition, One kidney showed evidence 
of having once been affected, but was nsw sound, being only a little 
snaller than the other. The trouble was a sac of pus which lay near 
the spine below the kidneys. It caused blood poisoning. 


He wes buried in the family burying ground, about noon on the 
10th of June, the burial services being performed by Dr. E. L. Love- 
less then pastor of the Troy H. E. Churcn. 

(FIC) 


This completes Something Of My Family History written by Pro- 
fessor Fletcher Jackson Cowart in 1883 and 1897. Through the years, 
several members of the Cowart family continued to keep historical 
and genealogical data. Professor Cowart's manuscript has been re- 
produced and numerous members of the family have copies of this. 


In as much as the writers cf this book have been able to de- 
termine, the next written document on the Cowart History was writ- 
ten by Dr. Ralph Cowart in November 1958. Since the historical part 
is practically the same as Prof. Fletcher Jackson Cowart'’s, we shall 
write the introduction of this document. 


The Cowart Family in the United States, by Ralph W. Cowart. 
About the year 1883, Fletcher Jackson Cowart, uncle of the writer, 
began to prepare some historical notes on the Cowarts and related 
families. He got his information mainly from his uncle Jackson 
Cowert on the early history of the family and added his own personal 
knowledge to that gained from other sources for the later years. I 
believe the year 1918 would be about the time of his last entry. He 
did not, however, attempt to keep up with all of the family to that 
date. 


The immediate purpose of the following account is to show in 
outline form the descendants of the families contained in my uncle 
F.J. Cowart's notes and to add u:oaand dates as far as my informat- 
ion goes at this time. 


It will be appreciated is: those who receive these memoranda 
will write me giving the information they may have to supplement 
what is recorded here. 


There are now many people in this country whe bear the name 
Cowart who, in all probability, descend from the two orphan brothers 
who came to this country from Wales in the latter part of the cen- 
tury. We have not been able to learn the Christian names of these 
brothers. They are supposed to have taken up residence in North 
Carolina in the neighborhood of Newbern. 


We begin with the name of Ezekiel Cowart, the great grandfather 
of my uncle F.J. Cowart. He, Ezekiel, is thought to be the son or — 
the grandson of one of the original brothers. He therefore, belongs 
in the second or third generation. For convenience, we shall list 
him as belonging to the second generation. 


At this point, Ralph Cowart began with Ezekiel as Jackson 
Cowart and Prof. F.J. Cowart had done. Ralph continued to do re- 
search on his family and produced a second document in 1964. We 
Shall write the introductory page of this document. The Cowart 
Family in America, A Partial Account, by Ralph W. Cowart, 1964, 
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